MEET SELF-TAUGHT ARTIST,
KAITLIN BECKETT, WHO
CREATES CURIOUS BEASTS
OFTHE SEA, AIR, LAND AND
THE SUBCONSCIOUS.

Where do you find the
inspiration for your characters?

| grew up watching nature
documentariss and reading books
about strange and imaginary
creaturas. Films like Star Wars,
Lakbwrinth, the Dark Cryatal & Tha
Mever Ending Story came out
during my impressionable years.

| also have a collaction of WWIl-gra
flying gogales and gas masks that
show up on my beasts from time to
tima... and fow yoars ago | started
scuba diving, hence the fish phase.

What themes and ideas do you
like to explore in your work?

Oftan it's other people that tall me
thay “ve noticed cartain thamas in
my work. .. such as masks, things
being bound or tied togathar, things
that look like ather things. One
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thing | love 13 when people tell
ma what thay think a piece means,
or what is happening to a creaturs
and flesh out the character for

&... | like it when people form
an individual opinion on the
meaning of tha work, and how
different the meanings can bas
from person to parson,

What mediums do you use to
create your paintings?

Mormally | work with inks,
watercolours and pastals on
carvas. | bought an airbrush about
a yaar ago which | usa in tha first
stages of the piece, that has bean
awasome and makes it much easier
to play with the colour and shading.
Sometimeas | like to emballish

my pieces with matal leaf and
ndescant pigmants. 'va also

lataly bean working with coloured
pencils on paper, and plan to play
with more of a collage approach...
and maybs work with wood and
polymier clay.

What obstacles or challenges
have you had to ovarcomea in
your carear?

| all but gave up art after doing 1t
at achool. Everyone was supposad
to paint still lifes with jugs and
fruit and do underpainting and big
gweaping brushstrokes. | absolutaly
hatad the curriculum, it was so
completely opposite to what |
wanted to do as an artist, and

| wasan't good enough to faka

it... so | did badly and became
dizillusioned. It took me a really
long time to trust my own artistic
voICE again,

What is the best advice that you
have bean givent

I'va always liked the saying

‘with hard work you can achieve
amything’. Mo one will hand you your
career on & silver platter, [t amazes
mea how rmany peopls seam to sit
around and wait for something to
happen to tham.

And what advice would you like
to on pass on to others?

Hrnm, not sura if |'mi rzally qualified
to advise anyone! | guess people
should really listen to their own
artiatic voica, and don't let it be
drownead out by others telling you
what you should be doing, what's
cool night now, what is mora likaly
to sall ete. - you might be stesrad
down a path that leads you away
from whers you really want to ba.
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RANDOLPH THE ADVENTURE HOG

COLLABORATION

AN INTRIGUING SENTENCE
ONTHEWEBSITE OF KAITLIN
BECKETT SPARKED AN

IDEA AND AN EXCITING
COLLABORATION PROJECT.

Tha sentance simply read "Thngs
| lka: Faathars. Masks. Spikes.
Goggles. Baaks. Heanng Trumpets.
Rockots. Robots. Fishas. Crowns,
Buckles. \iscara. Lobotomy
paraphemalia. Do fael free to post
these things to me in retum for &
mast favoursble responsel”

| hawa to admit it appealad to my
nguisitive nature and | could not
rasiat asking Kaithin if anyona had
avar sent her amything in the post.
“Ha ha, no, no ong has sent

rmia anything yet! | updatad my
zite a fow months back and put
that text on thare but so far

no random posted things hawe
been forthcoming.”

Luckily Kaitlin was enthusiastic
when | suggestad making a new
art pieca from rmy found objects.

All that was neaded was to find the
objectz! | sat out on my mission
ammed with a list of obyjects that
might inspire Kaithn's creativity.

The task was tuming out to actually
be a lot harder than | thought. It
was extremely difficult to find any
‘Gogoles, Beaks, Tumpets and
Lobotormy parapharnalia, etc™ in rmy
local op shop.

Luckily on my way out the door

| spotted a ceramic figurine of a
hedgehog. The cermaic hedgshog
had a strange look on it's face as
though it was saying ”|'va baan
waiting for you to come along
and take me home” Kaithn's list
didn't say anything about a love of
hedgehogs but | decided to take
the risk anyway.

| mulled over more ideas for
objacts over tha next fow days and
on & walk one aftamoon | found a
feather which had a stiking green
and purple indescent glow. | had
the sacond objact!

A look around at home secured
ohject three, four and five.

Thi third was an old bottls found

in a flea market in Barin. Tha fourth
was a multi-coloured hand bag
picksd up on anather op shop trip,
and tha final chject was an old
Haxarat medium format camera
that my husband and | had recenthy
purchased on a trip to Prague.

Onea | had all five objects it was
just a mattar of laying thern out and
photographing them from every
angle so that Kaitlin would be abla
to accurataly draw tham. | sent

the images off to har and crossed
rrry fingers that sha would find noy
objects inspiring.

Kathn responded shorthy
afterwards “1'm definitely sssing
a cunous beast in my mind, madea
from soma of those things..”

Kaithn sat to work on creating...
Randaolph the Adventure Hog!




HOW IT ALL CAME
THE CREATIVE

1. My tiny thumbnail sketch, a
larger version lon tracing papear),
a piece of card the night size and

a printout of the camera, bottla
and feather,
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2. Drawing with a fine tip
markar over the pencil on tha
tracing paper. | always work

on tracing paper at first as |

can layer the sketchos and

hold them over colours. If 'm
working on a drawing and it's
not guits right, but | can’t figure
out why, | flip the tracing paper,
looking at it backwards. This
saama to make the thing that is
bugging me about it more dear,

3, Playing around with colours
on the feathars and the bottla,
Coloured pencil and ink with a
dip pen.

4, | usad the tracing papsr

to transfer the image to the
card, Tha card is recycled and
quite thick. | want to a Sydnay
rmarket that had a kind of ‘junk
shop’ and | got this stack of
card for super cheap. | iked the
colour and taxture of it. | also
did a little camara tast run too,
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TOGETHER
PROCESS

&. Drawing with a fina tip
rnarkar over the pancil on
the card.

6. White ink - painted on with
a brush, squsezed on with a

sponge and flicked on with
that “flicky” thing.
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9. | draw over it again with tha
black ink and dip pan, adding
tha lines and dots and feather
detail. | also put some white
datails on the cameras.

7. Rlling in the drawing with thea
colourad pancils.

1.1. A little more shading added
with a deer foot brush, and
I'm dlone!
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12. An image to show the scale
of the piece. The final piece
maasuras about 20 x 20cms.

8. Black paint flicked and
dripped over the coloured
pancil. | like the texturs, The
splatters of paint don't absorb
into the surface as it's all waxy
from tha colourad pancil.

il

euEGaL EjugY



RANDOLPH THE ADVENTURE HOG

It's hard not to be overawead

by the final art work by Kaitlhin,
The achingly exquisite details,
the exscution and above all the
way shs breathed life into this
ittle charactar,

Kaithn took inspiration from the
different objects in the photo and
incorporated these elements into
har final piece, | liked the shapes
of the camera and bottle, and the
greanish tint to the feathar...”

"Ha iz ‘Adventura Hog'., my
boyfrignd named him, and |
thought it fitted perfectly. He 15 a
featheraed hedoehog which kind of
fits in with the feathered rats |"ve
dona recently”

The Adventure Hog' needad a first
name and ‘Randolph’ seemed to
fit well wath his roby—poly frame and
fnendly disposition

Thus “Randolph the Adventurs
Hog" was born! And like all good
folk heroes he weant on to inspire
storias to be wntten about him..

KAITLIN'S INTERPRETATION

“| think his story is that he found
the cameras and bottles, and
thought the cameras might be
some kind of rockat or jet pack so
ha strapped therm on, The hiquid

in the baottla might be some kind
of fual 30 he poured it into the
cameras, but nothing happened,
which iz why ha's looking wistfully
up to the sky”

BEC'S INTERPRETATION

“My version of the story depicted
iz that Randolph is an explorer.

By dnnking the potion in the
bottle Randolph is able to grow
feathars for a short tima so ha
can fhy to farsway places and
have exciting adventures.

Of course when ha returns to
tall his hedgehog friends of his

advantures they never balieve hirm.

Detamnined to prove he ien't a liar
Randalph is taking the cameras
with hirm on his next adventure to

take photos and prove ha's talling
tha truth.

The carmaras are strapped to him
50 he doasn't loss them during the
flight - and bacause it"s obviously
hard to hold things with such a
small amm span.

The second bottla of coursa is
50 he will be able to maks the
journgy home by dnnking mora
of the potion and re-growing
his feathars”™

YOURTURN!

If yvou have been inspirad by
Randolph and have you own
intempretation we would love
for you to share it with us!

Pleass emaill Bac at:
aditor {at} blanketmagazine .com




